
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Christ” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Light and Dark,” is number 37 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Youth

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry:  Vacation Bible School Service Project!

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

    Every year during VBS, we coordinate some type 
of service project for the kids to participate in, and 
this year is no exception.  We will be collecting 
items for the kids to put together “helping bags.” 
The kids can keep them in their cars for when they 
see someone on the side of the road asking for help.
    We will be collecting things such as socks, bottled 
water, peanut butter crackers, beef jerky, chapstick, 
fruit snacks, etc. If you would like to donate any 
of these items to help the children, that would be 
greatly appreciated! There will be a collection basket 
in the foyer starting next week if you would like to 
bring items then. The kids also will be making a 
card to go inside the bags to let the recipients know 
that they are loved by God. It is our hope that this 
will help cultivate a spirit of compassion and giving 
in our children. — Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry: Summer Schedule

College Ministry:  Thank You

the Welcome Week worship service. Many of you stepped into the restarted adoption ministry by 
committing to check in with an assigned college student (or two) once a month. I hope that many of these 
student adoptions have yielded new and lasting relationships. I also remember throwing a tailgate party for 
the first home football game at McMurry. We had a great turnout of volunteers, as well as students, faculty 
and staff. At the end of both semesters, we hosted a brunch to kick-off the final week of the semester and 
we distributed “Energy in a Jar” (jars filled with candy, caffeine, nuts, etc.) to help students study and to 
remind them of our love and prayers for them. And I am so grateful to all of the Sunday school classes for 
sponsoring the meals for The Oaks every Sunday night during the school year. It was a great year! Thank 
you! — Kyle Watson

    I feel pretty good as I look back on the last nine 
months of ministry to college students and of 
outreach to McMurry. I want to remind you of 
many of the acts of love, hospitality, and welcome 
that we have practiced this last year. Remember the 
weekend before school started in August when we 
hosted a luncheon for the McMurry faculty and 
staff members? And then just two days later, we 
hosted a lunch for more than 100 students after 

    Summer’s almost here! Things get pretty amped 
up in the youth program. Here is an updated list 
of events: 

     May 31         Hello Summer Pool Party ($5)
     June 7           Garden Party
     June 14         Putt Putt @ Playfair ($5)
     June 15-17   Mystery Ramble
     June 21         No Youth (Father’s Day)
     June 28         Paintball @ Domination
             Paintball ($25)
     July 3-6        Camp Eagle
     July 12-18    UM ARMY @ Wichita Falls
      July 19          Sonic VBall @ Judge Ely Sonic (Bring money for food.)
     July 26-27     Lock-In
     August 2       Garden Party                                          August 16    Dodgeball Tournament
     August 9       Mission: Love and Care Meal              August 23    Back to School

Please let me know if you have any questions. Grace and Peace. — Daniel Mathis 



ALIVE in Christ: Light and Dark
 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Going to Extremes

Receiving God's Grace

Living in the "And"

Seeking Reconciliation

Additional Notes:



   Academy Education Moment:  May Day! May Day!

Mission Field: Summer at the Open Door
    Summer is around the corner, and so is 
the Open Door Community Garden! If you  
have not been to the corner of South 19th 
and Amarillo lately, I invite you to go today 
and to see what is growing in the garden. 
That way, you’ll know exactly where to go 
three weeks from today during our first 
Garden Party of the Summer. On the first 
and third Sundays of the month at 6:30 
p.m., all are welcome to come to the garden 
to share a meal together and to tend to the 
needs of plants. Come, bring some meat 
(or veggie burgers!) to put on the grill and 
a side dish to share as we enjoy the beauty of the garden in the company of good friends on June 7 and 
21, July 5 and 19 and August 2 and 16. And for even more family friendly fun, mark your calendars for 7 
p.m. on the second Friday of each month this summer (June 12; July 10; August 14) for free community 
events in the garden. Check the Aldersgate In Action for more details as summer approaches. The Open 
Door Community Garden is a place of life and growth, as you can see in the photo that was taken by 
Dave Wallette. Let’s see what will grow this Summer!  Please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017 with any questions. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

   There was a lot of enthusiasm and 
excitement happening at the church 
the evening of Friday, May 1st. Several 
church members served in our mission 
field by caring for the children of the 
Aldersgate Academy staff as they enjoyed 
an evening out! Thirteen children 
ranging from ages 19 months – 8 years 
old attended. The evening’s activities 
included playing on the playground 
equipment, riding tricycles, shooting 
hoops, playing with toys in a pre-school 
classroom, making May baskets, and 
coloring spring pictures. The evening 

came to a close watching the movie “Rio” on the big screen in the chapel as we awaited the return of the 
parents. Thanks to all who participated! It was a fun evening! — Patty Manawes



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       5.10.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $25,210.23 
Received Month-to-Date = $38,522.23
Received Year-to-Date = $304,424.80
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $20,353.72

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Jack Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 224
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 144

Total Worship Service Attendance = 368                                         
 Sunday school = 166

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Thank you from Ray and Carolyn Estes to everyone for visits, cards, and food 
brought during Carolyn’s illness. All was very much appreciated.



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

         A New Playground                                                                                                                     
                  by Pastor Steve and Clint Rosenbaum     

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:            2 Corinthians 6:1-10                                        
Monday:       Isiah 49:8-26  
Tuesday:          Acts 9:1-25          
Wednesday:    2 Corinthians 11:22-33        
Thursday:        2 Corinthians 12:1-10                                    
Friday:             Philippians 2:12-18
Saturday:         Colossians 3:1-17   
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:            Ezekiel 42-43        
Monday:           Ezekiel 44-45          
Tuesday:         Ezekiel 46-48        
Wednesday:      Joel 1-3
 Thursday:         Daniel 1-3
Friday:               Daniel 4-6  
 Saturday:          Daniel 7-9

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call the 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   You may have heard about plans to update 
the playground with new equipment, the 
removal of pebbles and the installation of 
a new artificial grass surface. The current 
shade structure will remain, and the space 

underneath will be cleared for gathering and playing games.  Another 
larger, taller shade structure will cover bulk of the playground.
   As you will be able to see when the artistic renderings are available, 
our playground committee (Chairperson Esther Owen, Clint 
Rosenbaum, Charles Kitchell, Carol Rogers, Bill Noonan, Alayna 
Brooks, KB Woods, Alana Jeter, Steve Brooks) has been working 
diligently to develop a plan for the heart of our campus that will be a 
wonderful place for children to play and also provide a comfortable 
and inviting space for groups of all ages.
   The cost of these improvements is $75,000. The good news is 
that a total of $35,000 already has been committed by the United 
Methodist Women, Aldersgate’s Permanent Endowment Fund, and 
Aldersgate Academy.  That leaves $40,000 for us as a community to 
come together and raise, and we believe we can do it because our 
congregation has a history of recognizing the needs of the children 
and pooling our resources to meet those needs.    
   In the summer of 1994, it was decided that the old wooded 
playground structure that had served the children of Aldersgate well 
for almost 20 years needed to be replaced. That fall, a playground 
committee led by the Seekers Sunday School class was formed to 
select, raise the funds and oversee the construction on a new play 
structure.  Over the next several months, $20,000 was raised.  The 
playground was completed and started serving the children of 
Aldersgate in August of 1995.  Here we 
are, another 20 years later, and it is again 
time to update our current playground (see 
photo) for the sake of the children in our 
congregation and mission field.
      More information will be coming soon.  
In the meantime, you are invited to begin 
to consider prayerfully what God may be 
calling you to contribute to this project.  
Christ is risen…


